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This presumably led to a strict religious prohibition which no Hindu
dare break even in the direst need. Only Mohammedans kill and eat
them. Hence most of the cattle live on and on, and die of old age. When
they die a large percentage of those in India are too old to be of much
value except for their hides. Most of the cows are not even used for milk,
and most of those that are milked are "teacup" cows, as we have seen.
This is partly because the grass is poor, being tall and coarse when green,
for it grows very rankly in the warm, wet rainy season. After only two
or three months of being green, this huge grass dries up and is very harsh
and hard to eat during the long dry season. In addition to this, it has
been found that even in better climates the yield of milk per cow and the
amount of butterfat in the milk are much higher in cool weather near
freezing than in hot weather like that of India. Moreover, the people of
India have such slight initiative and energy that they make little effort
to see that the animals are better fed or that the breeds are improved.
Even when the cattle of India die, many of the hides are not used. Thus
the Indian cattle yield only a slight return, but this is as much as is war-
ranted by the slight care given them.
Why the Cattle of South America Yield a Moderate Return. The
cattle of southern Brazil, Uruguay, and especially northern Argentina are
of greater use than those of India. To a certain extent they are employed
as draft animals, although horses also do this work, but the main use is
for food and hides. As soon as they are large enough they are slaughtered
for export. Rarely are they used for milk. This is partly because, al-
though their natural food is better than in India, so that they would give
more milk if properly cared for, the pampas grass is not so good as that of
cooler regions. Still more important is the fact that until recently the
people have believed that it does not pay to care for milch cows, although
this is only half true. On many a cattle ranch where hundreds of cows
might be milked, high prices are paid for condensed milk brought from
the United States. In the more cyclonic parts of Argentina, however, con-
ditions are beginning to be like those in the United States, and butter and
casein are exported.
Why the Cattle of Cyclonic Regions Yield a Large Return. In the
cyclonic regions of Western Europe and the United States cattle are far
more useful than in any other climatic zone. In the United States they
do not do much plowing or hauling, to be sure, since they are too slow
for that. Yet in the Ozark plateau and even at rare intervals in northern
New York or New England yokes of oxen can still be seen at work.
Canada uses many. In Europe, however, even in countries such as
France, oxen and even cows in many sections are still-the main animals
for farm work. As a source of food, cattle are vastly more important in

